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***** Excerpt from Law and Democracy: An Address Delivered Before the Graduating Classes at the Sixty-Second Anniversary of the Yale Law
School, on June 29th, 1886 The graduates and friends of Yale Law School will be interested in the following extract from the Annual Statement in
regard to the condition of Yale College in 1886, presented at the recent commencement to the Society of the Alumni of the University, by its
executive committee. The close of President Porter s administration is a convenient point of retrospect from which to observe the rapid progress of
the Law Department, since his accession to office in 1871. In 1869 Governor Dutton, the Kent Professor of Law in the University, who had for some
years been the only instructor in the Law School, died, and the Kent Professorship remained vacant until 1881. In 1872, Professors Way land,
Robinson, Baldwin, and Platt were elected to the chairs they have since occupied; Professor Woolsey was appointed in 1878, and Professor
Townsend in 1881. From 1881, until his acceptance of the position of Minister to Great Britain, Professor Phelps also gave regular instruction to the
Senior Class. Among the special lecturers have been President Woolsey, the late Rev. Dr. Bacon, Judges McCurdy, Seymour, and Foster, Mr. Betts of
New York, Mr. Simonds of Hartford, and Mr. Seymour of Bridgeport. The Law Library had received substantially no accessions between 1853 and
1869. When the older members of the present Faculty first assumed the temporary charge of the School, there was not even a complete set of the
Connecticut or United States Reports. A fund for the purchase of books was started by a gift of $250...
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